the tumor cells were spindle shaped with abundant cytoplasm (• " Fig. 4 a) . In addition, these cells showed strong positive immunohistochemical staining for HMB-45 (• " Fig. 4 b) but weak positive staining for both smooth muscle antigen and c-kit. These characteristics were consistent with malignant melanoma and the tumor was identified as an amelanotic melanoma. Whole-body computed tomography and positron emission tomography did not reveal any other primary tumors, and thus a diagnosis of primary melanoma of the cecum was established.
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Primary amelanotic malignant melanoma of the colon Fig. 1 Colonoscopic view of a 20-mm submucosal tumor in the cecum, thought to be a gastrointestinal stromal tumor. 
